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The Murray Darling Basin Plan (MDBP) was
adopted in 2012 to be implemented over 12
years with a target to recover 2,750 gigalitres
(GL) for the environment. The Commonwealth
Government has committed at least $13 billion
to implement the Basin Plan. So far over $9
billion has been committed to projects or water
purchases. Almost $7 billion of this has been
contracted or spent, leaving about $2 billion of
committed funds to be spent.



2023 Basin Plan Changes:

In 2023, the Commonwealth Labor Government made changes to the Basin Plan without the
agreement of the Victorian government to:

Purchase water to secure the 450GL upwater

Bypass the socio-economic neutrality test adopted in 2018 for the 450GL of upwater

Extend the deadline for recovering the 450 GL target from June 2024 to December 2027

Grant an 18 month extension to state-run water-saving projects from June 2024 to December 2026
Allow for new water saving projects to be established if they can be completed by December 2026.

These changes were a substantial shift with little regard given to those in rural and regional
communities and the impacts of these water buybacks from the open market. There is clear evidence
that water buybacks drive up the price of water on the allocation market as there is simply less to go
around and they drive up the cost of using irrigation infrastructure as there are less people using water
to spread the irrigation charges across.
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Water Recovery Progress:

Basin Plan Water Recovery - Closing the Gap and 450 GL Upwater
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What'’s Next for the
Basin Plan?

The Basin Plan largely concludes by December
2026, except for an extra 12 months for
proposed Commonwealth purchases for the
450 GL of upwater.

Currently the Murray-Darling Basin Authority
is reviewing the Basin Plan and prepared a
Basin Plan Review Discussion Paper that
can be found at https:/www.mdba.gov.au/
publications-and-data/publications/2026-
basin-plan-review-discussion-paper

From this Review, recommendations will be
made to the Commonwealth Government as
they look to amend legislation and the Basin
Plan.

Why your Voice Matters:

This is a once in a decade opportunity to have
your say on fixing the Basin Plan to protect
irrigators and local communities. The MDBA
are accepting submissions until May 1st 2026.
The VFF has developed a template submission
on its website.
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